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NOVEMBER  	 13	 EBOA Executive Meeting
		  27 	 Exam Night, 7:00 pm LSL

DECEMBER  	 16	 Holiday Social

JANUARY 	 22	 General Meeting
			   LSL 7:00pm

DATES TO REMEMBER

FROM THE PRESIDENT
It is that time of year again – no I don’t mean seeing snow that 
sticks around for winter or the temperature staying around -20 
degrees Celsius.  I mean it is that time of year again that we all 
celebrate our knowledge of FIBA rules – that’s right – its exam 
time! For those of you attending college or university I am 
most certain that you can appreciate this time of year.

I am in receipt of the Alberta Basketball Officials Association 
(ABOA) approved FIBA exam for the 2007 – 2008 season.

The exam will be written at our General Meeting, which is 
scheduled for November 27, 2007, at 7:00 pm at Louis St. 
Laurent High School (11230 – 43 Avenue).  The meeting  
will commence with reports from the Executive, followed  
by the writing of the exam.  The exam should take no more 
than 45 minutes to 1 hour.  Please remember to bring an  
HB pencil.

For those members not able to make exam night (which is 
the last opportunity to write the exam), we have lined up  
four alternate exam-writing locations.  They are:
· Southside – Gil Desmerais (phone 721-3299) 
· Northwest – Fred Goldring (phone 476-5472) 
· Northeast– Alan Ward (phone 473-4724)
· Central – Karen Lasuik (phone 484-7121)

I should also note the exam is closed book, except for novice 
(first year) officials who will write the exam open book  
with the Junior Development Officer, Fred Goldring,  
on exam night.

Please note the following are the benchmarks that have  
been set for Provincial, National and ACAC eligibility:
· 86% for a national assignment;
· 80% to be an ACAC official (to be nominated for a  
	 national assignment they must meet the 86% or above  
	 on the first writing of the exam); and
· Overall passing mark to officiate basketball in 
	 Alberta is 66%.

There will be a second writing of the exam in early  
January. Officials who fail to obtain the ACAC, ASAA or 
general passing mark on the initial writing of the exam must 
meet the standard on the second writing, or they will forfeit 
the opportunity to officiate at the accompanying level for the 
remainder of the season.

To prepare for the exam, I would suggest that members take 
time to visit the ABOA website at www.refalberta.ca and 
check out the FIBA rules quiz section. 

As well, the FIBA website at www.fiba.com is also an  
excellent source of information.

For more information on the EBOA, please check out the 
latest edition of TipOff or visit us at www.theeboa.com.

Good luck!!!

Stephane Labonne, President
Edmonton Basketball Officials’ Association



www.theeboa.com

Why I am an Official!
It’s standing on the field listening to the National Anthem  
with your eyes closed and your hat over your heart, thanking 
God for your life and your country.

It’s walking onto the field and seeing the relieved look on the 
face of a coach that knows he’s got a great crew tonight. It’s 
the long drive to the game reviewing every detail of rules and 
mechanics and yet having time for a joke or two. It’s walking 
around the school or stadium looking for your locker room 
because the AD forgot to have someone meet you.

It’s every story that begins with, ‘remember when...’ It’s the 
genuine look of concern on your crew mates faces when one 
of your brothers has fallen, and the round of laughter shortly 
thereafter when it’s obvious he’s alright.  It’s officiating a game 
shortly before and after your father dies because he taught you 
what honour is and to always do your duty. It’s sitting silently 
at an association meeting listening to others figure out a com-
plicated ruling and then having them turn to you and ask, ‘is 
that right?’  It’s leaving your family for a 3-day clinic, and your 
wife supporting you in that decision and your dream, because 
she understands that if ‘it’s not good for me, then it’s not good 
for us.’  It’s bringing an extra pair of socks along just in case 
somebody forgets theirs.  It’s meeting someone and finding out 
he’s an official and immediately becoming good friends because 
of that fact.

It’s working through the sore muscles, bad knees and the smell 
of ‘Ben-Gay.’  It’s lost job wages, small game fees, and that 
smile on your face when someone says, ‘ you’re just doing this 
for the money.’  It’s the feel of your heart pounding before 
the coin toss as you reach into your pocket for the coin that 
isn’t there.  It’s finishing a 3rd grade game and having a 9 year 
old run up to you and sincerely say, ‘Thank you Mr. Official’ 
It’s hearing that a coach was putting you down behind your 
back, and that another official defended you by saying ‘he’s the 
best official in the state.’  It’s having to ‘buy the first round’ 
because you’re the first one to get dirt on your knickers dur-
ing the game.  It’s that ‘one play’ that happened years ago that 
your crew keeps talking about.  You all know the one.  It’s 
the 8 x 8 foot dressing room they give you with a showerhead 
that barely works.  It’s leading by the example of hard work, 
and sportsmanship, and hoping some of that will rub off on 
players, coaches, fans, and other officials.  It’s knowing that no 
matter what happens during the game, you’ll get it right.  It’s 
also knowing that the greatest sign of wisdom is realizing that 
you don’t know everything.  It’s rule books, discussion boards, 

countless e-mails and good friends whose faces you have yet 
to see.  It’s striving to be both a scholar of the rules, and a 
philosopher of the spirit of the game. It’s being perfect the 
first day and working to improve everyday thereafter.

It’s knowing that you’re a part of a tradition of honourable 
men, names of whom are mostly forgotten or weren’t really 
known to begin with.  But who still did their thankless jobs 
for the love of the game, and because it was the right thing 
to do.  It’s all these things, and many, many more I’m sure, 
that keep all of us coming back for more, year after year, and 
wondering why.  But then you step on the field again, take a 
deep breath, and ask yourself, ‘Where would I rather be than 
right here right now?

A article from Jake, it specifically makes reference to football officiating but the intent relates to officials in all sports.  Enjoy

From the assignor
The high school tournament schedule is now posted in the 
calendar on our website.  Take a peek and you’ll see that 
we’ve got a few very busy weekends ahead of us.  In addi-
tion to these, we have many junior high tournaments and 
of course community league games all vying for your time.If 
you want to do a bunch of games on a Saturday, let me know 
in advance and I’ll schedule you for morning high school 
games.  After the HS games, you can do as many jr high and 
CL games as your body can handle.  BUT... it doesn’t work 
the other way around!  You CANNOT do a day’s worth of 
other games in community league or in junior high, then 
show up for late-day high school games.

High school league games begin at 4:45pm.  If you have a 
day job and want to do some of these weekday games, you 
need to set your blocks appropriately in ARBITER.  ARBI-
TER assumes you need travel time in order to arrive at the 
gym 15 minutes before game time.  So if you are blocked 
until 4:30 each day, you’ll never get a high school assignment 
because ARBITER determines you don’t have enough time 
to get there.  So block yourself only until 4 pm so that your 
name appears on the availability list that ARBITER gives me.

ALSO, don’t assume that I know you have a day job and 
can’t do a tournament game during the day on a Thursday or 
Friday.  If you can’t take a daytime assignment, block yourself 
appropriately in ARBITER.

Lace ‘em up tight, boys and girls!
The fun is just beginning!!

Gil
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Available from the EBOA Resource Library
Little Things Make All the Difference 
– Steve Welmer, NCAA Official

This DVD provides you with 
powerful advice that has made 
him the top official in men’s 
collegiate basketball.

For more than two decades, 
Steve has officiated Div.  
I men’s basketball in several  
major conferences, including 
the Big XII, Big Ten,  
Conference USA, and  
Mountain West. Also, he 
has been selected to work
 the NCAA Tournament  
for many years and he is  

recognized as a down-to-earth official that is approachable 
and always interested in helping younger officials excel.

Here are the topics that Steve will share with you: 

• Smart Communication 
• Breaking Down the Game 
• Approachability 
• Firm Talk With Coaches 
• Appearance and Attitude

To access this DVD and many others, send an email to Leo.
Mangano@woodgroup.com. The complete list of all DVDs 
is available on the EBOA website “Library”.

Junior Development Officer
Here it is the middle of November already and that means 
exam time!!  Novices should be studying the refresher exams 
and the exam from last year and reading the handouts and 
doing the quizzes.

Community League officials although your exam has come 
and gone you should be looking at the handouts given at the 
clinics a day or so before your games. They are a great source 
of information and help.

From the evaluations that have come in it appears the area 
most new officials have to work on his basic positioning.   
Go over the 2 person mechanics review. It will help you 
immensely.  Remember the diagonal, the official who calls a 
foul now becomes trail etc. Try and use more signals, a louder 
voice, know your areas of responsibility and most of all do 
not be afraid to blow the whistle.  Do not stand in one spot 
- as trail or lead. Another good bit of reading is ‘Do It Right’. 
It tells you what to do on almost every given situation or 
stoppage of play.

There has been some confusion on granting of time outs. 
A time can be REQUESTED anytime but may only be 
GRANTED when the ball is dead. In other words when a 
whistle goes on a foul or violation, the ball is dead and a  
time may now be granted. Additionally if a team requests a 
time out and is scored upon, THEIR request for a timeout 
may now be granted.  Some officials have been doing it like 
last year by stopping the play immediately and giving the 
time out. This makes it difficult for others who apply the  
rule correctly. A timeout may not be granted when the  
ball is live.

For some of our more experienced officials, we must 
remember to switch the brain from EBA to community 
league, we handle the ball on throwins - after every whistle.

See you at the Exam Night Nov 27 for the Novices or next 
time on the court for the community league officials and 
remember our evaluators are there to help you.

Fred Goldring
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Jr Assignor 
First Jr Hi Tournament is the weekend of Dec. 15th. 

					     Tom
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IN THE KNOW 
The EBA and ACAC seasons are well upon us, with High 
School just around the corner.  How much work have 
you put in to being prepared physically, mechanically, and 
mentally up to this point?  By now, your rules knowledge 
should be solid and at the point where you’re comfortable 
with whatever rule interpretation the game might throw at 
you.  Mechanically, you might require a bit of fine-tuning, 
but the basic concepts should be familiar and intact.  Perhaps 
the most important, yet most neglected area of officiating 
that we tend to put the least amount of importance upon is 
the mental aspect.  Allow me to share 12 important things I 
brought back from camp that we all should make a conscious 
effort to think about, no matter what level of official you are. 

The Twelve Steps of Officiating 

1.  Admit we are powerless over officiating politics and in turn, our lives and our officiating careers become manageable. 

2. Come to believe that a Power greater than ourselves can restore us to sanity in the officiating community. 

3. Make the decision to turn our officiating environment and our lives in general over to the care of a Higher Power and learn 		
	 what we can and cannot control. 

4. Make a searching and fearless inventory of ourselves and how it relates to our officiating careers and our success therein. 
5. Admit to our Higher Power, to ourselves and to another human being/mentor the exact nature of our wrong doings as it 		
	 relates in and to the officiating world. 

6. Be ready to have our Higher Power remove all our defects of character, including jealousy and finger pointing that takes 		
	 place in the officiating fraternity. 

7. HUMBLY ask our Higher Power to remove our shortcomings and misunderstandings of others in our officiating endeavors. 

8. Make a list of all persons in the officiating universe we have harmed and become willing to make amends to each of them. 

9. Make direct amends to such people (officials, assignors, etc) wherever possible except when to do so would injure them  
	 or others. 

10. Continue to take personal and professional inventory of our officiating goals, dreams and direction, and when we are 		
	 wrong about something, admit it. 

11. Seek through studying to improve our conscious contact with our Higher Power, hoping for knowledge and guidance as 		
	 well as the power to carry the impression forward to all those we associate with in the officiating family. 

12. Have an awakening as the result of these steps and try to carry this message to our co-officials to practice these principles in 	
	 all of our officiating relationships and affairs, while being professionals in all that we do, both on and off the court. 
 

Karen Lasuik - EDO
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