


Committees
Bingo: Diane McAlpine
Referees: Ted Mildon
Minor Basketball Week: Rick Marceniuk

A Division Coordinators
St. Albert:  Mark Bosworth
SBA : Darlene Anstice
NE:  Richard Hauck
SE : Paul Semchuk
NW: Chad Bowie
SW: Doug Baker

Category Directors:
Positions are Vacant. Please contact Ellen Reil to apply.

COMING EVENTS:

The 2nd Annual Minor Basketball Week will be held Nov. 6-13, 2004. The event will feature skills
competitions and other special events to celebrate youth basketball in Edmonton and area. More
details will be available in the coming weeks. Organizers are required to make this week a
success.

This year also marks the Anniversary of the 20th Annual Ray Hampton Tournament. It is
planned to compress the games into the 10 day MBW period and run it more like a tournament.
Some changes may be necessary to facilitate this. More information will be available as the
schedule is produced.

To volunteer please see the EYBA web site for contact information.

A Divison Tryouts
The EYBA is excited to announce the tryout schedule for the ”A” Division Bantam and Midget
Boys and Girls for 2004-2005. The “A” Division will be the highest level of play in the EYBA and
will consist of “zone” teams. It is intended for experienced players with higher than average levels
of interest and skill. The “A” Division program and tryouts are being organized by volunteers. If
you get a chance, please extend them your appreciation for their effort.

TRYOUT FEES:
Players in Edmonton will be required to pay a tryout fee of $10 cash before their first tryout. The
fees are required to pay the cost of the rental gyms.

PROGRAM INFORMATION
Game Nights: Tuesday night 6pm-10pm (Bantams get early time slot) - no Saturday conflicts

with other sports
Season of Play: Oct to March - Reduced number of games during Jan/Feb during Jr. HS BB

season
Practices: 1-2 a week;



Expectations: High commitment level and interest in basketball
Teams from: Edm NW, Edm SW, Edm SE (Including Beaumont & Leduc), NEBA, St. Albert

and Strathcona Basketball- 6 zones; 1-3 teams per zone per category.
Costs: Register with your community first; There may be some additional cost for team

expenses. Team dependent.
Tryouts: Bring a basketball.

Bring Light & Dark T-shirt
Bring $10 tryout fee.
Bring a positive attitude.

Zone 6 Girls Win Silver Medal

The EYBA was proud to support the Zone 6 Midget Girls Team as they trained in preparation for
the Alberta Summer Games in July. The team was coached by EYBA coach Tara Dragon. Ten of
the 12 girls on the team were EYBA players. The team placed 2nd in the Tournament and won
the silver medal. The Gold Medal winners from Yellowhead Zone 5 were coached by EYBA
coach Nadia Sachar with several St. Albert Slam players on the team.

EDMONTON ZONE 6 MIDGET GIRLS (15-3 record)
Stephanie Balog (Southwood)
Bailey Brown (NEBA)
Sarah Fung (SW AA)
Alex Hanrahan (NEBA)
Molly McMahon (Glenora)
Jessica King
Katie Neufeld (Willowby)
Amanda Potter
Lauren Samycia (Riverbend)
Ashley Peterson (SWAA)
Emily Weisbrot (Yellowbird)
Elashia Young (NEBA)
Head Coach: Tara Dragon (Willowby)
Assistant Coaches: Melissa Black (NEBA) and Sue Gilmour.

Edmonton Ballers in the News
Congratulations to Edmonton’s Jermaine Bucknor of the University of Richmond Spiders who was
named to Canada’s National Men’s team this summer....Alberta’s Midget Girls team had several
locals who competed in the National Championships in Halifax. SBA’s Jordan Anstice, St. Albert’s
Caitlin Stiksma and Rachel Raymond were on the team. The Alberta girls finished 4th in the
Tournament losing a close bronze medal game to Saskatchewan..... The Alberta Midget Boys
team featured Mangisto Arop, Matthew Cardoza, Michael Shewchuk and James Suderman, all



from Edmonton. The boys team finished fifth in the Tournament.... Basketball Alberta and Canada
Basketball has expanded Alberta’s Centre for Performance to include both Alberta Men and
Women this year. The program is for elite athletes age 12-18 that have potential to represent
Canada in international basketball. The program is similar to the highly successful program in
Australia that has transformed the Aussies into a basketball power. Former Panda and NEBA
graduate Cathy Butlin has been named to the CP for Women coaching staff. Application forms
and tryout information are available on the Basketball Alberta website. Tryouts begin in
September.

2004-2005 EYBA CALENDAR
Sep.  1-15 A Division Tryouts
Sep. 18 A Division Mini Tournament
Oct. 2 Seeding Round Begins
Oct. 9 No games- Thanksgiving
Oct. 30 Seeding Round Ends
Nov. 6-13 2nd Annual Minor Basketball Week

and 20th Annual Ray Hampton
Nov. 20 Regular Season Begins
Dec. 11 Last games before Christmas
Dec. 18 Tournaments- NEBA, SE, SW

& St. Albert
Jan. 8 First games of 2005
Feb. 5 City Playoffs Start
Feb. 19 No games, Family Day
March 5 No games, Teachers Convention
March 12 A, B Division Finals
March 19 C, D Division Finals
Mar 18-19 A, B Provincials- Calgary & Area
April 2005 EYBA Spring League Starts

Special Events
Sep. 17-18 BB AB Coaching Conference
Sep. 25 Coaches Shooting Clinic- Dave Love
Sep. 26 Players Shooting Clinics- Dave Love
Oct. 23 Pandas “Girls Night Out”
Oct. 30 Bears “Boys are Back in Town”

EYBA SPRING LEAGUE
The EYBA would like to offer a spring league for the youth of Edmonton and area starting in the
spring of 2005. The demand for spring basketball has exploded in western Canada in recent
years. The highly popular Jasper Place Spring League fills up every year. In Winnipeg, the
WMBA spring league had more than 100 teams this year.

If you are interested in more information on a possible spring league or in helping to organize
the first season, please contact Ian McKay at ibmckay@shaw.ca

EYBA FIVE YEAR PLAN
In 2004-05 the EYBA Board of Directors will be designing and implementing a 5 year plan for the
Association.
Some of the issues that will be included include:
• Facilities
• Coaching Development
• Growth and Playing Opportunities
• Financial plan



• Competitive & Recreational Divisions
• Mission Statement and Goals/Objectives

If you are interested in being involved in the planning process, please contact Ian McKay at
ibmckay@shaw.ca

Coaching Development Program
Basketball Alberta Hoop Extravaganza: Coaching clinic Sept. 17-18; Free to all EYBA
coaches. Contact your community director.

Basketball Alberta Level I: Clinic Sept. 17-18. Clinic offerred free to first 30 EYBA coaches to
register

Dave Love Shooting Clinic for Coaches: Saturday Sept. 25 2-3:30 at O’Leary HS; Free to all
EYBA Coaches

EYBA COACHING DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Free to all EYBA Coaches. Coaching by Jamie Peers; Sunday afternoons @ Concordia College.
Each session will target skill development for the particular category and age of the athletes.
Coaching sessions with actual teams used to demonstrate. Sit back and learn new ideas for your
team this season.

Mini Teams (2-3:30); Bantam Teams (3:30-5:00)
Oct. 17  Season Planning & Designing Systems
Nov. 21 Teaching Fundamentals
Dec. 12  Drills for developing Fundamentals
Jan. 16  Tips & Drills to make Practices more Effective
Feb. 13  More Drills & Popular Choices

Midget & Juvenile Teams (2:00-3:30)
Oct. 24  Season Planning and System Design
Nov. 28 Teaching Fundamentals
Jan. 23   Drills for developing Fundamentals
Feb. 20   More Drills & Popular Choices

EYBA Mites Tournament March 2005

What: Mites Year End Wind up Fun
Tournament; Boys & Girls Age 5-8
3on3 cross court on 8’ high hoops

When: Sat. March 11 or 18, 2005
Where: UofA Gym
Teams: All communities in Edmonton and

area with mites teams; nominal fee.



GO Centre, Fundraising Campaign, and Location to be
Announced
The Edmonton Grads Basketball Centre (EGBC) is dedicated to increasing participation and
improving playing standards in the sport of basketball in Edmonton. The EGBC will provide
services and programs that foster teamwork, sportsmanship and skill development. The
coordination of Edmonton’s basketball services will also be centralized at EGBC where members
of Edmonton’s basketball community will maintain offices.

 The EGBC will provide increased playing opportunities at a reasonable cost. Unavailable
or expensive gym space and too few teams all negatively impact those interested in playing
basketball. EGBC’s endowment fund will be used to subsidize playing and training costs for
disadvantaged youth and financially challenged teams. Our wheelchair friendly facility will
enhance Edmonton’s commitment to wheelchair basketball.

 The Edmonton Grads Basketball Centre will be a world class facility and the premier
basketball site in Canada.

 The EGBC is now working with the Ortona Gymnastics club to build the GO Centre. The
combined efforts of gymnastics and basketball will ensure that an efficient and affordable facility
is built.

 The EGBC will initiate their fundraising campaign in the coming months.
 Also expected is the naming of the location for the centre. Several locations in the South

of Edmonton are under consideration by the City of Edmonton and the EGBC.
 The Edmonton Youth Basketball Association invites all interested basketball players and

families to find out more about this exciting project. As basketball grows and expands, facilities
will be the number one issue for the basketball community. Youth basketball is the fastest
growing team sport in Canada.

 Did you know that the EBA (Adult Basketball) league in Edmonton no longer advertises
or accepts new players. The EYBA annually graduates several hundred players into the senior
and adult age groups. These players are not able to continue to play the game of basketball and
maintain this healthy lifestyle because facilities are not available.
For more infomation:
www.edmontongradsbasketballcentre.com



Dave Love Shooting Clinic- Sat & Sun Sept. 25

Coach Dave Love with Former Calgary 88 player
and NBA shooting Coach Chip Engelland

Coaches Clinic: Sat Sept 25 2-3:30 pm O’Leary HS- Free to all EYBA Coaches

Players Clinics: Sunday Sept. 26
12-2pm - Age 11-12 (30 players max)
2:30-4:30-Age 13-14 (30 players max)
5:00-7:00 -Age 15-16 (30 players max)
Location: O’Leary HS
Cost: Only $30
To Register Contact Dave Love at
(403) 829-PLAY
or go to www.theloveofthegame.com

The Love of the Game is a unique program offering shooting-specific basketball instruction.
Founded in 2001 by Dave Love, the concept originated as an effort to provide high quality
coaching to young basketball players aspiring to improve their shooting ability. Since that time,
The Love of the Game has evolved into a highly respected basketball program and popular place
for players to hone their skills. In the early 1990’s Dave Love became involved with the Calgary
88’s, a professional basketball team in the WBL. At this time, Love met world-class shooter Chip
Engelland, a former Duke University captain and 9-year professional basketball player. Love and
Engelland developed a unique friendship, and over three seasons Dave spent countless hours in
the gym with Chip learning his theories on shooting a basketball.

TOURNAMENT UPDATES

NEBA�s Sandra Neumann Tournament of Roses
December 17-18, 2004
Midget Girls
One of the Top Community Basketball Tournaments in Western Canada

St. Albert Presents
Bantam Boys and Girls
Tournaments
December 17-18, 2004
U13 and U12 Divisions
For information contact ibmckay@shaw.ca



SAIT Trojans/Calgary Selects New Years Classic
Held Annually first weekend in January.

Century Classic Tournament
Saskatoon, SK
April 8-9, 2005


